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one drawn up since the war, is no ultimate justification
for teaching anything ; this is only to be found in its
influence for good upon the child.

The older syllabuses, whether issued by Diocesan
or Local Education Authorities, are, with one or two
exceptions, full of such vague and often mislead-
ing directions. The great majority start from the
fundamentally false assumption that because the
Genesis stories are at the beginning of the Bible
they should be the first taught. Such an assumption
is psychologically, educationally and spiritually false,
for not only does it engender, by leading the child
into a mental environment totally different from his
own, an artificial regard for Bible stories, but it
involves the inevitable presentation to the mind of
too primitive a conception of God. Were this only
a question of degree, it would not perhaps matter
so greatly; but it is more serious than that, for it
often concerns the very nature of God. Take, for
example, what still appears in the great majority of
syllabuses, even the most recently revised, the story,
or, as it is frequently for some mysterious reason
designated, the " history" of Cain and AbeL It
is to be supposed this means that the narrative is to
be taken in full detail. The offering of the sacri-
fices, the acceptance of the one and the rejection of
the other, for which many and various explanations
are offered, though there is not the slightest reason
for thinking that some at least of them are correct,
the murder, the cursing of the ground and the marking
of Cain (the more usual interpretation), introduce
to the tender minds of the infants for whom they are
prescribed many ideas that are alien to their own